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northern coasts of Canada were in danger of speedy destruction from foreign
whalers, and proposed that the Government should adopt measures for their
protection. The climate of this region in some places resembles that of
western Ontario. As an evidence of the value of this region, the following
statement, showing the collections of furs by the Hudson’s Bay Company,
is inserted here. This information has been courteously supplied by Mr.
C. C. Chipman, Commissioner of the company :—

STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER OF FURS AND SKINS SOLD BY THE
HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY, LONDON, IN EACH YEAR FROM 1887 TO
1893, INCLUSIVE (COLLECTED IN CANADA IN EACH PREVIOUS

YEAR).
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140. The province of British Columbia occupies the mountainous dis-
trict extending to the Pacific Ocean from the western edge of the prairie
country east of the Rocky Mountains. The general surface of the country
is broken, consisting of short ranges, detached groups of mountains,
elevated plateaux and many valleys of various extent. Timber, minerals of
unknown value and an apparently inexhaustible supply of fish are the prin-
cipal natural sources of its wealth, but as the climate is delightful and ex-
tremely favourable for rapid growth, agriculture is making great progress.

141. There is probably more misconception about the climate of Canada
than about that of any other known country, the idea entertained by many
persons in Europe and elsewhere being that perpetual winter reigns. In
reality the climate of Canada is dry, healthy and invigorating, and owing
to the great area of the country, extending over 20 degrees of latitude, or
from the latitude of Constantinople to the North Pole, has a wide range of
temperature. The extreme dryness of the atmosphere, however, makes both
cold and heat less acutely felt than the readings of the thermometer would
lead people to expect. In the Maritime Provinces the climate somewhat



